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WHICHEVER IS LONGER, FROM THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 
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DETAILED ACTION 

Information Disclosure Statement 

The information disclosure statement (IDS) submitted on 02/24/05 is in 
compliance with the provisions of 37 CFR 197. Accordingly, the information disclosure 
statement is being considered by the examiner. 

Claim Objections 

Claims 15, 17, 19, 21 objected to because of the following informalities: 

In claim 15 line 8, it appears that "at least one" should be inserted before "control 
device", for proper antecedent basis. It appears that similar changes should be made at 
claim 15 line 11, claim 19 line 1, claim 21 line 8, and claim 21 line 11. 

In claim 17 line 2, it appears that the first instance of "T kri t" should be changed to 
"Tjnf", per the specification. 

In claim 17 line 3, it appears that the first instance of "a" should be changed to 
"the", in order to maintain a clear line of antecedent basis with the threshold value 
temperature T t h already recited in claim 15. 

In claim 17 line 3, "valve" should be changed to "value". 

In claim 17 line 3, it appears that a comma should be inserted after "driver". 

Appropriate correction is required. 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 
The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

Claim 16 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being indefinite 
for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which applicant 
regards as the invention. 

Claim 16 recites the limitation "the wakeup standby mode" in line 2. There is 
insufficient antecedent basis for this limitation in the claim. Although claim 15 recites 
"wakeup requests", there is no recitation of any "standby mode" or "wakeup standby 
mode" in claim 15. 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

Claims 15-19 and 22 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Burnus et al. US 6,014,304. 
Burnus discloses 

15. A method for temperature management in a network, 
wherein control devices exchange data via the network using transmitting/receiving units 
and the temperature is measured at at least one control device, the method comprising the 
acts of: 

measuring the temperature at the transmitting/receiving unit of at least 
one control device (e.g., col. 1 line 66 - col. 2 line 4); 

switching off the transmitting/receiving unit as soon as the temperature at the 
transmitting/receiving unit of the control device exceeds a predefined critical temperature 
Tkrit; (e.g., col. 2 lines 4-8) 

blocking wakeup requests put onto the network via the control devices as 
soon as the temperature at the transmitting/receiving unit of the control device 
exceeds a predefined critical temperature T kr u(e.g., col. 2 lines 4-16); 

canceling the blocking of the wakeup requests as soon as the temperature 
of the transmitting/receiving unit has dropped to a temperature below the 
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predefined critical temperature T krit and below a predefined threshold value 
temperature T t h within a predefined time period, wherein the threshold value 
temperature T t h lies below the critical temperature T krit (e.g., col. 2 lines 4-16); and 

placing the at least one control device in an energy saving mode as soon as the 
temperature of the transmitting/receiving unit exceeds the predefined critical temperature 
Tkrit (e.g., col. 2 lines 16-21, col. 2 lines 3.9-46: "when the temperature is exceeded in a 
component (actuator or control apparatus), not only the individual actuator is non-operable, but 
the entire functional system is put out of operation synchronously for a specific period of time, 
except for a permissible safety actuation, Note: The temperature detection function of the 
controller of Burnus et al additionally remains operable when the temperature exceeds the 
critical temperature. These combined features constitute an "energy saving mode " since most 
functionality of the controller is rendered non-operable, except for limited safety actuation and 
temperature detection functions.). 

16. (e.g., col. 2 lines 16-21, col. 2 lines 39-46) 

17. (e.g., col. 2 lines 22-27) 

18. (e.g., col. 2 lines 27-32) 

19. (e.g., col. 2 lines 4-8, col. 2 lines 16-21, col. 2 lines 39-46) 
22. (e.g., col. 1 line 66 - col. 2 line 6) 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claim 20 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Burnus 
et al. as applied to claim 15 above, and further in view of the optical network of 
Shirakawa et al. US 2001/0043775 (e.g., [0003]) and the electric wakeup to ground line 
of Friede et al. US 6,590,758 (e.g., col. 6 lines 45-52). 

Claim 23 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Burnus 
et al. as applied to claim 15 above, and further in view of the ring topology network of 
Shirakawa et al. US 2001/0043775 (e.g., [0003]). 
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Allowable Subject Matter 

Claim 21 is allowable, pending correction of the objections noted above. 
The following is a statement of reasons for the indication of allowable subject 
matter: 

The prior art of record fails to teach or fairly suggest storing a fault code for 
diagnostic purpose when the critical temperature T krj t is reached, wherein T krit is the 
predefined critical temperature of the transmitting/receiving unit of the control device, in 
combination with the remaining features and elements of the claimed invention. 

Conclusion 

The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

Millsap et al. US 6,484,082 discloses in-vehicle network management using 
virtual networks, but makes no mention of measuring the temperature at the control 
devices on the network. 



Application/Control Number: 10/525,715 



Page 8 



Art Unit: 2125 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Ryan A. Jarrett whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
3742. The examiner can normally be reached on 10:00-6:30 M-F. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Leo Picard can be reached on (571) 272-3749. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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Primary Examiner 
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